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In a recent interview with PRENSA LATINA (02/10/87), Senator Daniel Cabezas said Bolivian
dependency on the drug trade was so great that an abrupt cessation of drug trafficking would mean
the collapse of the already precarious economy. Cabezas is former head of the national senate's
anti-drug commission and recognized expert on the drug problem. According to studies by the
senate commission, based on data collected by the Bolivian government, the US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and independent sources, Bolivian drug dealers are grossing $3 billion
per year. Cabezas pointed out that this sum is equivalent to half the national foreign debt. The
commission has reported that the drug trade provides income for 200,000 to 300,000 people of a total
population of seven million. Most of the cash, said Cabezas, is channeled outside the country by
some 10 to 15 families, who are the major beneficiaries of the drug business.
Government estimates indicate that some $600 million remains in the country, of which $125 million
are "stashed under the mattresses" of "petty beneficiaries," i.e., coca leaf growers, and small-scale
processors and merchants. The rest, or $475 million, is what keeps the economy going, said Cabezas.
The senator emphasized that for many Bolivians working in the drug trade constitutes a type of "life
buoy in an ocean of unemployment." According to Cabezas, between 55,000 and 65,000 hectares are
employed in coca production, yielding approximately 150,000 tons of coca leaf per year. Cabezas, a
psychiatrist, defends the traditional consumption of coca leaves. He says Bolivian farmers' practice
of chewing coca leaves is basically harmless, as well as providing a source of vitamins in a basically
inadequate diet. According to commission estimates, 20,000 tons of coca leaf are consumed annually
by peasant farmers.
Meanwhile, President Victor Paz de Estenssoro's cabinet claims 10,000 tons are adequate for
"traditional consumption" purposes. The senator stated there are three main routes for the sale of
cocaine paste: Colombia-Miami, Cayman Islands-Miami and Bahamas-Europe. The major profits,
he said, derive from US sales. Next, Cabezas criticized the "arbitrary fashion in which the US
government has placed the blame on poor producer nations such as Bolivia."
The Bolivian government, he said, is devoting proportionately much greater resources to fight the
drug trade than the US. Foreign Minister Guillermo Bedregal has also insisted that the fight against
drugs should be financed by each country according to its means. The senator said he doubted the
joint plan devised by Washington and La Paz for 1987-89 will be successful. In addition to what he
described as insufficient financial contributions by the US to combat the drug trade, the plan is
misconceived in other ways. For Cabezas, the drug problem "goes beyond the $2,000 per hectare
offered to peasants for destroying coca plants. How are they to survive afterwards?...One has to be
aware that the soil is depleted after coca production and should remain fallow for up to five years.
What other products are farmers going to produce, and where are the markets?"
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Deputy Roger Cortez, also an expert on the drug issue, told PRENSA LATINA, he agreed with
Cabezas' skepticism regarding the US-Bolivian plan. He said La Paz is requesting $300 million
which Washington is reluctant to provide. In any event, even $300 million are inadequate to
deal with the problem, said Cortez, who suggested that "$10 billion during a 10-year period" is a
more realistic figure. "With that amount of financing the clandestine narcotics economy could be
eliminated and the formal economy reconstructed." He explained that the financing should be in
the form of development credits. Farmers would receive subsidized prices for crops to replace coca
production.
According to Cabezas, "[W]e can expect only `Rambo operations' from the United States," alluding
to four months last year during which a US military force in Bolivia carried out a type of search and
seizure operation in the countryside. Ultimately, the greatest contributions from Washington are
pressure and propaganda, and little else, he said. In statements to reporters on Feb. 13 Bolivian
Vice President Julio Garret said his government does not have to "apologize to anyone" for Bolivian
involvement in the world drug trade since the problem "originates in consumer countries."
Garret, also chairman of the Bolivian congress, was alluding to criticisms emanating from the United
States directed at govrenments of coca leaf producer nations. He said it is not possible for poor
nations in the throes of economic recession to assume principal responsibility in the fight against
drug trafficking. According to Garret, Washington reneged on a previous commitment to contribute
$300 million in a joint effort with the Bolivian government to curb the international drug trade. Now,
he said, the US officials claim they had offered only $75 to $100 million, and that the remainder must
be contributed by Bolivia and/or international organizations. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA,
02/10/87, 02/13/87)
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